
“Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled.”  Luke 14:23 

Ministry Update:
Greetings once again from the West!  

Well to say that we have been busy would be a 
major understatement.  Much has happened since 
our spring update and we felt we should update 
you on some recent developments.  We spent 
much of May ministering in the Heber Valley of 
Utah.  Independent Baptist Church of Heber has 
become a frequent stop over the years.  Although 
it was spring in the rest of the country, several 
mornings we woke up to a blanket of snow! Yes, 
in May!  While there, Richard finished building 
VBS props.  This was a full-time job for a couple 
of weeks.  He also preached several times for 
Pastor Steve Miller allowing him to get away for 
some R&R.  The week of May 15, we conducted 
a prophecy conference there.  It was the perfect 
day to begin as it was preceded by the obvious 
missed prediction of the end of the world.  Of 
course, this set the stage for good discussion of 
what the Bible truly says about the end times.  
We appreciated the fellowship and faithfulness     
of the people at Independent Baptist in Heber.    

The first of June took us to our first 
VBS at Faith Baptist Church in Roosevelt.  We 

were 
encouraged 
by the young 
people that 
did come, but 
did face some 
resistance this 
year from 
some of the 
the locals.  It 
seems the 
Mormons 

may have been told not to attend this year.  We 
enjoyed getting to know Pastor Robert Franklin 
even more.  This veteran in ministry has been a 
real encouragement to us each time we have 
been there. VBS has become a highlight to the 
kids there, and as we were packing up they were 
already asking about next year.   

We then traveled to a  church we 
haven’t been to before, Timpanogos Baptist 
Church of Lehi, UT.  We enjoyed getting to 
know the people there.  This church plant is 
located in an old Post Office building.  We 
enjoyed good attendance for this new church.  
What a joy to see one young girl accept the Lord 
as her Savior that week.   
 The week of June 19, we packed up the 
Fair and took it to Price.  What a week we had as 
God brought in 40 different children.  We rejoice 
that two unchurched families visited the final 
night and have expressed interest in coming to 
the Sunday services.  
We have grown to love 
the people of Grace 
Baptist and trust God 
will continue to bless 
their ministry.   

We then went 
to extremes.  In Price, 
the church is located 
next door to Wal-Mart.  
The next week, we 
traveled to conduct a 
VBS in Escalante, 
Utah; which is 2 ½ 
hours from the nearest 
Wal-Mart.  Escalante is 
a rural town of about 
800; which is heavily 
Mormon.  Although we 
didn’t see huge 
numbers, we rejoice in 
God bringing in 15 
different children to 
hear from His word!  Our ministry there has 
become a highlight to several young people.  
One child from a difficult situation, raced up to 
hug Richard  in the parking lot.  You never know 
how much of an impression you can make on a 
small child.  We also enjoyed the fellowship 
with Pastor Dale and Lella Richards while there.  
We have grown close to them and appreciate 
their ministry and friendship so much. We pray 
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“Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled.”  Luke 14:23 

for them as they minister in this very difficult 
region of the U.S. 

Independence weekend was busy but 
yet allowed a much needed respite.  Richard 
preached at Marysvale Baptist Church in 
Marysvale, Utah.  We have been there before 
and were blessed to see their building filled to 
capacity.  We will spend this coming week 
traveling to Kansas and then on to Indiana.  
Please pray that we have a profitable remainder 
of the summer in ministry.   

Family Side Notes:
School is out and summer is in full swing.  
Megan finished up kindergarten with flying 

colors and a special 
ceremony.  Alex enjoyed 
the month of May as he 
got his lawn mowing in 
for the year.  Each day, 
he was begging to go out 
and mow the grass or dig 
rocks up out of the yard 
at the church facility in 
Heber.  He has also been 
enjoying his new 
ministry as a puppeteer.  
He has been a huge help 
with the kids at our 
VBS’s with his balloon 
animal creations.  

Jeffrey, Megan and Cody have now memorized 
the entire VBS program and have become good 
critics on what does and doesn’t 
work.  Kenzie is getting ready 
for birthday #1.  She has also 
been trying out her legs in the 
last few days.  She has realized 
she can walk on them.  Yes, 
that’s right, we now have a very 
mobile one year old!  We ask 
you to pray specifically as we are 
considering a major change in 
our family.  Our current trailer 
has been our home for nine years 
but has simply run out of room.  
We have already contacted an 
individual who is selling a trailer 
that is double our square footage.  
Please pray specifically that God 
will provide in His timing, 
funding, and wisdom as we seek 
His will in this matter.  Thank 
you so much for your prayers 

and financial support.  We praise the Lord for 
each of you every day.  We couldn’t accomplish 
our ministry without your faithfulness. 

Our upcoming meetings:

···· July 10-15–VBS, Grace Baptist Church 
(Chapman, KS) 
···· July 24-29—VBS, TBA (Indiana) 
···· July 31-Aug. 5–VBS, Forest Park Baptist Church 
(Terre Haute, IN) 
···· Aug. 7-12–VBS, Heritage Baptist Church (Crown 
Point, IN) 
···· Aug. 14-19–VBS, South Lake Independent Baptist 
Church (Crown Point, IN) 


